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Brian Youngblood, Conductor 
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Brendan Korak, Graduate Guest Conductor 
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Carols in the Dark  Harrison J Collins (b. 1999) 
   
O Magnum Mysterium   Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943) 
  Arr. H. Robert Reynolds (b. 1934) 

Dr. Drew Dickey, Guest Conductor 
   
Christmas Time is Here  Vince Guaraldi (1928-1976) 
  Lee Mendelson (1933-2019) 
  Arr. Curt Wilson (1941) 

Maya Kamal, Soprano Saxophone Soloist 
   
Skydance  Robert Sheldon (b. 1954) 

Brendan Korak, Graduate Guest Conductor 
   
Night Before Christmas  Randol Alan Bass (b. 1953) 

Chris McDonald, Narrator 
   
Sleigh Ride  Leroy Anderson (1908-1975) 

 
 
 

The use of recording equipment or taking photographs is prohibited. Please silence all electronic 
devices including watches, pagers and phones.
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Program Notes 
 
Carols in the Dark (2023), Harrison J. Collins 
 
Carols in the Dark was composed as a gift for Brian Youngblood, one of my band directors at Texas 
Christian University and one of the fiercest advocates of my work. Mr. Youngblood and I had spoken 
about Christmas music on more than one occasion and during one such conversation, he presented an 
idea to me: the melodies of Greensleeves and Carol of the Bells pair together so well, he told me, and 
yet there was no higher-difficulty arrangement of these two tunes out in the wild world of wind 
ensemble repertoire. I got the hint; inspired by his suggestion, I sought to fill that gap by composing a 
colorful and engaging work that takes full advantage of the myriad music possibilities posed by the two 
tunes. The result is a dramatic thrill ride that pushes and pull the two melodies to their limits in a 
whirlwind of sound and energy. 
 
-program note by the composer 
 
O Magnum Mysterium (1994),  Morten Lauridsen, arr. by H. Robert Reynolds 
 
Morten Lauridsen (b. 27 February 1943, Colfax, Washington) is an American composer of Danish 
ancestry. He grew up in Portland, Oregon, and attended Whitman College and the University of 
Southern California, where he studied advanced composition. Among his early teachers were Ingolf 
Dahl, Halsey Stevens, Robert Linn, and Harold Owen. 
 
Lauridsen is most noted for his six vocal cycles - Les Chansons des Roses, Madrigali, Mid Winter 
Songs, Cuatro Canciones, A Winter Come, and Lux Aeterna - and his series of a cappella motets, which 
are regularly performed by distinguished ensembles and vocal artists throughout the world. A compact 
disc of his compositions, entitled Lauridsen - Lux Aeterna (which includes a recording of O Magnum 
Mysterium by the Los Angeles Master Choral conducted by Paul Salamunovich) was nominated for a 
Grammy award in 1998. His Dirait-on and O Magnum Mysterium are the all-time best selling choral 
octavos distributed by Theodore Presser Company, which has been in business since 1783. 
 
He is a long-time professor of Composition at the University of Southern California (USC) Thornton 
School of Music and served as chairman of its Composition Department between 1990 and 2002. 
 
In 2006, Morten Lauridsen was named an "American Choral Master" by the National Endowment for the 
Arts. In 2007, he was the recipient of the National Medal of Arts from the President in a White House 
ceremony, "for his composition of radiant choral works combining musical beauty, power and spiritual 
depth that have thrilled audiences worldwide." The National Medal of Arts is the highest award given to 
artists and arts patrons by the United States government. 
 
Lauridsen's choral setting of the responsorial chant from the Matins of Christmas, O Magnum 
Mysterium (O Great Mystery), has become one of the world's most performed and recorded 
compositions since its 1994 premiere by the Los Angeles Master Chorale conducted by Paul 
Salamunovich. The work was commissioned by Marshall Rutter in honor of his wife, Terry Knowles. 
 
 
 
 



Program Notes 
 
About his setting, Morten Lauridsen writes: "For centuries, composers have been inspired by the 
beautiful O Magnum Mysterium text with its depiction of the birth of the newborn king amongst lowly 
animals and shepherds. This affirmation of God's grace to the meek and the adoration of the Blessed 
Virgin are celebrated in my setting through a quiet song of profound inner joy." 
 
At the request of the composer, H. Robert Reynolds arranged the symphonic wind version of this 
popular work when the two served together on the faculty of the University of Southern California. 
 
 
Christmas Time is Here (1965), Vince Guaraldi/Lee Mendelson (Arr. Curt Wilson)  
 
A Charlie Brown Christmas is an animated television special based on the comic strip Peanuts, by Charles 
M. Schulz. Produced by Lee Mendelson and directed by Bill Melendez, the program made its debut on 
CBS on December 9, 1965. In the special, lead character Charlie Brown finds himself depressed despite 
the onset of the cheerful holiday season. Lucy suggests he direct a school Christmas play, but he is both 
ignored and mocked by his peers. The story touches on the over-commercialization and secularism of 
Christmas, and serves to remind viewers of the true meaning of Christmas.  
 
The soundtrack to A Charlie Brown Christmas is an unorthodox mix of traditional Christmas music and 
jazz. The jazz portions were created by the Vince Guaraldi Trio. Producer Lee Mendelson, a fan of jazz, 
heard Guaraldi’s crossover hit “Cast Your Fate to the Wind” on the radio not long after completion of his 
documentary Charlie Brown & Charles Schulz, and contacted the musician to produce music for the 
special. Guaraldi composed the music for the project, creating an entire piece, “Linus and Lucy”, to serve 
as a theme. When Coca-Cola commissioned A Charlie Brown Christmas in spring 1965, Guaraldi returned 
to write the music. The first instrumentals for the special were recorded by Guaraldi at Glendale, 
California’s Whitney Studio with bassist Monty Budwig and drummer Colin Bailey. Recycling “Linus and 
Lucy” from the earlier special, Guaraldi completed two new originals for the special, “Skating”, and 
“Christmas Time Is Here”. In the weeks preceding the premiere, Mendelson encountered trouble finding 
a lyricist for Guaraldi’s instrumental intro, and penned “Christmas Time Is Here” in “about 15 minutes” 
on the backside of an envelope.  
 
Tonight’s arrangement, featuring Maya Kamal, senior Music Education Major at TCU, was arranged by 
Curt Wilson, former Director of Jazz Studies and Professor Emeritus of Music at TCU. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Program Notes 
 
Skydance (2017), Robert Sheldon 
 
A musical celebration of the human spirit, the opening fanfare fo Skydance embodies moments of 
heroism and pride, leading to a joyous journey of playfulness that expresses freedom and passion for 
life.  
 
Skydance was commissioned by the David County High School Band, Mocksville, North Carolina, under 
the direction of Andrew Jameson. The piece was written to celebrate the band’s 60th year, and the 
opening of their new school. The premiere took place at Wake Forest University on May 23, 2017. 
 
-program note from the score 
 
Night Before Christmas (1988), Randol Bass 
 
Mr. Bass grew up in Texas, studying piano, working in community theater and singing with local choral 
ensembles. A longtime student of choral music, Mr. Bass studied at the University of Texas at Austin, the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, and Ohio State University’s Robert Shaw 
Institute. Bass sings regularly with the Dallas Symphony Chorus and performed as solo pianist with the 
Coast Guard Academy Band in New London, Connecticut. His choral and instrumental compositions have 
been commissioned and performed by numerous ensembles throughout the United States, including the 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Boston Pops Orchestra, the Tanglewood 
Chorus, and the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.  
 
This piece was commissioned by the Cleveland Orchestra in 1988 and is a very cinematic setting of the 
famous poem. It is believed that Clement Clarke Moore wrote his immortal poem “A Visit From St. 
Nicholas,” also known as “The Night Before Christmas,” for his family on Christmas Eve, 1822. He never 
intended that it be published, but a family friend learned of the poem sometime later from Moore’s 
children. She submitted it to the editor of the Troy Sentinel (New York), where it made its first 
appearance in print on December 23, 1823. The poem was subsequently reprinted in other newspapers, 
magazines, and books. Moore did not acknowledge authorship until 1844 in a volume of his poetry 
entitled Poems, published at the request of his children. Generations later, it is the most-published, 
most-read, most-memorized and most-collected work in all of Christmas literature. Moore’s poem is 
largely responsible for the contemporary conception of Santa Claus, including his physical appearance, 
the night of his visit, his mode of transportation, and the number and names of his reindeer. 
 
Sleigh Ride (1948), Leroy Anderson 
 
Sleigh Ride is a light orchestra standard whose music was composed by Leroy Anderson. The composer 
had formed the original idea for the piece during a heat wave in July 1946, and he finished the work in 
February 1948. The original recordings were instrumental versions. The lyrics, about riding in a sleigh 
and other fun wintertime activities, were written by Mitchell Parish in 1950. The orchestral version was 
first recorded in 1949 by Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops Orchestra. A selection of the artists who 
have recorded it include Herb Alpert, The Andrews Sisters, The Carpenters, Bing Crosby, The Boston 
Pops Orchestra, Ella Fitzgerald, the amazing Debbie Gibson, The Muppets, and Andy Williams.  
 
- Program Note from Wikipedia 



About the Conductors 

 
Brian Youngblood is the Associate Director of Bands and Associate Professor of Music at TCU. He received 
his Bachelor of Music Education degree from Abilene Christian University and his Master of Percussion 
Performance degree from East Texas State University. Before coming to TCU, he taught in the public 
schools for twelve years. He began teaching in 1987 and spent his first ten years teaching at L.D. Bell High 
School in Hurst Texas and followed with two years as Director of Bands and Fine Arts Director at Brewer 
High School in White Settlement. In 1999 Mr. Youngblood joined the faculty at TCU. During his time at 
TCU, he was Director of the TCU Horned Frog Marching Band for two decades. The Horned Frog Marching 
Band, under his direction, was recognized by the CBDNA as a “top five” university marching band. The 
impact of his work in the field of marching band design has been recognized for the last 35 years. His drill 
designs and program coordination work have placed in the top at many regional and state contests as well 
as a national first place at the Bands of America National Championship in 2007. He co-authored a 
software program for drill design and co-authored a marching band methods book titled “Marching Band 
Methods: A Practical Approach to Techniques and Design” that was published through Arranger’s 
Publishing.  
 
Mr. Youngblood primarily teaches in the area of Wind Band Performance at TCU. He led the TCU 
Symphonic Band to the group’s first selection and performance at a regional CBDNA Conference. His 
ensemble responsibilities at TCU include the TCU Symphonic Band, and assistance with the TCU Concert 
Ensembles and TCU Athletic Bands. In addition to his work with the bands, he also teaches music 
education classes and music technology classes. In 2020 he shifted focus from marching band design and 
began to pursue more conducting opportunities.  He accepted a position with the newly formed Fort 
Worth Youth Orchestra Wind Ensemble in 2021 and was honored with a national second place in the 
American Prize conducting contest for his work with the group. The FWYO Wind Ensemble was also 
honored with the Co-Champion National first place American Prize award for their Ensemble performance 
at Bass Hall the same year. 
 
Mr. Youngblood is an active member of the Texas Music Educators Association, The Texas Bandmasters 
Association and the College Band Directors National Association. He is a member of the Pi Kappa Lambda 
National Music Honor Society and the Alpha Chapter of the Phi Beta Mu International School Bandmaster 
Fraternity. 

Mr. Youngblood is a product of public school music education in the state of Texas. Before playing in the 
L.D. Bell High School Band under the direction of Roger Winslow, he was in the junior high bands of Marion 
West, Earnest Repass and Danny Prado. His undergraduate studies with John Whitwell and Gary Lewis, 
then at Abilene Christian University, furthered his training in Music Education. His percussion training 
began with Jim McGahey and Warren Dewey and continued with Allen Teal at Abilene Christian University. 
His percussion professors at East Texas State University were Robert Houston and Jimmy Finney.  

Mr. Youngblood is a frequent clinician and adjudicator in Texas and the Southwest. He enjoys working as a 
clinician with bands from every age level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About the Conductors 

 
Dr. Drew Dickey currently serves as the Director of Athletic Bands and Assistant Director of 
Bands at Texas Christian University School of Music. He oversees The Pride of TCU Horned 
Frog Marching Band and the Horned Frog Pep Band, conducts the TCU Concert Band, and 
teaches academic classes within the TCU School of Music. Dr. Dickey previously taught at the 
University of Texas at Austin, where he served as Associate Director of the Longhorn Band and 
as Assistant Director of Bands at the Butler School of Music. In addition to his position at TCU, 
Dr. Dickey serves as the Brass Arranger and Music Coordinator with the Pacific Crest Drum and Bugle Corps 
in Diamond Bar, California and as the brass educational lead with The Bluecoats Drum and Bugle Corps in 
Canton, Ohio. 
  
Prior to his current appointments, Dr. Dickey held positions at The South Carolina School of the Arts at 
Anderson University and Southwood Academy of the Arts, spending a number of years as an educator and 
administrator in the public schools. He holds the degrees of Doctor of Musical Arts in Wind Conducting 
from the University of Texas, Master of Music in Music Education from the Ithaca College School of Music, 
Master of Music in Wind Conducting from Louisiana State University, and Bachelor of Music in Music 
Education from the University of South Carolina. 
 

Brendan Korak is in his first year pursuing a Master of Music degree in Wind Conducting at Texas Christian 
University, where he serves as a Graduate Assistant with the TCU Bands. A native of Edwardsville, Illinois, 
Mr. Korak earned his Bachelor of Music Education degree from Illinois State University in 2021. While at 
ISU, he studied trumpet with Dr. Amy Gilreath and Dr. Anne McNamara, performing in the Wind 
Symphony, Symphony Orchestra, and the Big Red Marching Machine. 

Prior to graduate study, Mr. Korak taught and lived in O’Fallon, Illinois, serving as Music Director at Shiloh 
Village School District #85 from 2022–2025, where he directed Band and Choir and taught K–7 General 
Music. He also served on the instructional staff at O’Fallon Township High School, where he completed his 
student teaching in Fall 2021. During his time with the Marching Panthers, the ensemble performed in the 
2022 Rose Bowl Parade, 2023 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, and earned national recognition through 
Bands of America. 

As a performer, Mr. Korak was a member of the Blue Stars Drum and Bugle Corps from 2016–2021. He 
later taught with Music City Drum and Bugle Corps as a visual staff member from 2023–2024. In addition, 
he maintains a private trumpet studio, working with students from beginner through high school. 

Beyond music, Mr. Korak resides in Fort Worth, Texas, with his girlfriend, Kaitlin, and their two cats, Milo 
and Kiwi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming TCU Band Events 
 
February 10, 2026: TCU Wind Symphony-TMEA Farewell Concert 
7:00pm, Van Cliburn Concert Hall at the Boschini Music Center 
 
February 12, 2026: TCU Wind Symphony at the Texas Music Educators Association Convention 
5:30pm, Lila Cockrell Theatre, San Antonio, TX. 
 
February 28, 2026: TCU Jazz Festival Featuring Camille Thurman, Guest Artist 
7:30pm, Ed Landreth Auditorium 
 
April, 7, 2026: TCU Wind Symphony 
7:00pm, Van Cliburn Concert Hall at the Boschini Music Center 
 
April 10-11, 2026: TCU Percussion Festival 
TCU Music Center and Ed Landreth Auditorium 
 
April 21, 2026: TCU University Concert Band and Symphonic Band 
7:00pm, Van Cliburn Concert Hall at the Boschini Music Center 
 
 
Please visit the TCU School of Music Events page for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://finearts.tcu.edu/music/events-and-programs/summer-camps/tcu-band-camp/
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