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GUEST BIOS

.M. Terrell Academy for STEM and VPA provides a unique and
unparalleled learning environment that develops and nurtures
artistic talent, creative thinkers, and innovative problem
solvers. Visual and Performing Arts students grow artistically in
the study of dance, vocal music, instrumental music (band,
orchestra, piano), theater, and visual arts. Students
collaborate across content areas through a variety of inter-
disciplinary performances. Through in-depth conservatory-
level coursework, students prepare for college auditions and
career opportunities in the arts. Students receive
individualized attention in small classes as well as one-on-
one lessons from a diverse group of VPA faculty comprised of
professional artists, scholars, and performers who are
passionate about arts education. Many community partners
support our academy with enrichment opportunities that
provide students unforgettable experiences and
apprenticeships. Our academic-corporate partnerships lead
to exclusive opportunities for students to learn from master
teachers and performers in their field. Under the direction of
Mrs. Mary-Margaret Soknich, the Vocal Music Department
consists of 72 singers in six performing ensembles. The Terrell
Choirs have consistently won UIL sweepstakes awards since
the school reopened as a STEM and VPA academy in 2018.

Mrs. Mary-Margaret Soknich is in her seventh year serving as
the Director of Vocal Music at .M. Terrell Academy for STEM
and VPA. She holds a B.M. in Music Education from Texas
Wesleyan University and an M.M. in Music Education from the
University of North Texas. In addition to her sixteen years
teaching secondary choral music, Mrs. Soknich has also spent
several years directing and accompanying church choirs
across the metroplex. Her choral performance career - most
recently singing with Voices of Fort Worth - has afforded her
opportunities to sing with the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra,
Video Games Live tour, and at conventions hosted by TCDA,
TMEA, SWACDA, and ACDA.



The Azle High School Varsity Mixed Chorale is an ensemble
made up of fifty-six choristers from all grade levels, walks of life
and diverse interests. Participating choristers are involved in
many activities including AP & CTE classes, athletics, cheer,
theatre, dance, band, art, yearbook, as well as other various
clubs. This ensemble is united in their desire to learn from each
other, build trust with each other, and help each other set high
standards as fellow musicians. This ensemble believes in the
power of storytelling and communicating emotions using the
choral arts as a conduit. This ensemble is incredibly smart and
musically savvy and choristers come into rehearsal to work
hard, make music, and tell tales while also enjoying lots of
laughter and fun. The Varsity Mixed Chorale pushes and
inspires their director every day to be better and to guide this
ensemble towards success.

Jeff A. Moss is in his second year of teaching at Azle High
School where he serves as the head director of choral activities.
Prior to moving up to the high school, Mr. Moss served as the
head choir director at Azle Junior High for ten years, where he
also taught music appreciation and was the music director for
several musical theatre productions. Mr. Moss had the honor of
receiving Teacher of the Year in 2017-2018 and was recognized
with the Azle ISD Heartbeat of a Hornet award in 2024-2025. In
his eighteen-year music education career, Mr. Moss'’s choirs
have won consistent Sweepstakes awards during the UIL
Concert & Sight-Reading Evaluation at both the junior high and
high school levels.

Mr. Moss holds a Bachelor of Science in Social Work and a Minor
in Music with Vocal Concentration from Texas Christian
University and is a proud Horned Frog (‘06). Prior to entering the
field of music education, Mr. Moss worked as a social worker for
three years before being encouraged by his family and friends
to obtain alternative certification and make a career shift into
the classroom. Before his studies at TCU, Mr. Moss got his
singing career started while attending Arlington High School.
During his senior year, he earned first chair as a Bass 2 in the
Texas All-State Choir in 1999-2000, which put him on Ron
Shirey’s radar and would eventually lead to him receiving a
scholarship to sing in the TCU Concert Chorale.



Mr. Moss would like to give special thanks and recognition to
Dinah Menger and J. Brent McCartney, who played major roles
in shaping him as a musician, educator and director. Mr. Moss
would also like to thank both his spouse and mother for always
believing in him and supporting him on his next big adventure.

Mr. Moss is a proud Eagle Scout, section leader at First

Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth, and outdoorsman. It is an

honor and privilege for him to be able to have an opportunity
for this homecoming, and he hopes to encourage as many of

his students as possible to become future Horned Frogs. Go
Hornets! Go Frogs!

Ashley Dean holds a music degree from the University of Texas
at Arlington and is thrilled to be in her sixth year as the choir
director at Forte Junior High in Azle ISD. She serves as church
pianist at Redeemer Church in Fort Worth, accompanies for

local choirs, and is an active member of the Fort Worth Chorale.

Ms. Dean can’'t remember a time when music wasn't an
important part of her life. Her dad says she was born singing,
and she developed that love of vocal and choral music through
various children and youth choirs. Ms. Dean’s mother insisted
that she study piano as well, and later mentored her through
beginning a private lesson studio. While accompanying local
choirs and serving as a church pianist, Ms. Dean taught private
piano lessons for 20 years before deciding that she wanted to
work with students in a different way by directing choirs herself.

During her studies at the University of Texas at Arlington, Ms.
Dean was blessed to be mentored by Dr. Karen Kenaston-
French, Dr. John Wayman, Jocelyn Epley, and Robyn Hollimon.
Ms. Dean would also like to thank her parents and Craig
Armstrong for fostering and supporting her life-long pursuit of
music, as well as J. Brent McCartney who provided mentoring
and encouragement when she began teaching in Azle ISD. In
her free time, Ms. Dean enjoys reading, cross-stitch, and
watching international figure skating.






